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NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY 
AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

IAS CKUCES, NEW MEXICO 

NOTICE OF THE NAMING AND RELEASE OF 'HOPE, ' DESERTWILLOW ( C h i l o p s i s  l i n e a r i s  
( c a r . )  Sweet)  ' 

The A g r i c u l t u r a l  Exper iment  S t a t i o n  of  New Mexico S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  
USDA, S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  a n n o u n c c s  the naming and release o f  'Hope, '  
d c s e r  t w i l l o w .  

The o r i g j n a l  s e e d  of 'Hopc' was collected by  Ronald Hooks on U. S. Highway 82 
near Hope, New Mexico. The area where  i t  was growing was on the side of an 
a r r o y o  t h a t  f e e d s  i n t o  t h e  Rio Penasco .  2. 2 

Desertwillow b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  B i g n o n i a c e a e ,  which is t h e  same f a m i l y  as 
C a t a l p a  and Trumpet- Creeper ,  and n o t  t h e  w i l l o w  f a m i l y  S a l i x .  
. C h j l o p i s  -.- -.--- r e f e r s  to  t h e  l i p - l . i k c  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  corol la ,  and the  s p e c i e s  
- l i n e a r i s  --- s i g n i f i e s  l o n g  and s l e n d e r  s e e d  pods  and l e a v e s .  
d e s e r t w i l l o w  a re  a b o u t  1 cm wide  and 15 c m  long .  
a l a r g e  s h r u b  up t o  7 m h i g h .  
d i a m e t e r  and up to  20 c m  i n  l e n g t h .  

The genus  

The leaves o f  'Hope' 
Under c u l t i v a t i o n  i t  p r o d u c e s  

Seed p o d s  are na r row and l o n g ,  a b o u t  .8 c m  i n  

F lowers  o f  'Hope' d e s e r t w i l l o w  are  w h i t e  w i t h  a y e l l o w  t h r o a t .  The p l a n t s  
f l o w e r  from l a t e  J u n e  u n t i l  l a t e  summer i f  s o i l  m o i s t u r e  is  a d e q u a t e .  F lower  
s i z e  v a r i e s  from 2 . 5  t o  3.8 c m  l o n g  and a re  t u b u l a r  i n  shape .  

'Hope'  d c s e r t w i l l o w  is a d a p t e d  from w e s t e r n  Texas  t o  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  and 
southward  i n t o  Mexico. Albuquerque  is  a b o u t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  l i m i t  f o r  d e s e r t w i l l o w  
i n  N e w  Mexico. I n  i t s  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  d e s e r t w i l l o w  is commonly found a l o n g  
d r y  w a s h e s ,  and a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  a l o w  water r e q u i r e m e n t  when compared t o  most  
commerc ia l ly  a v a i l a b l e  s h r u b s  and trees. 

'Hope'  i s  b e i n g  r e l e a s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  w h i t e  f l o w e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  and f i n e  
l e a f  s i z e .  Hardwood c u t t i n g s  i n  v e r y  l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t i e s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  
Exper iment  S t a t i o n  w o r k e r s ,  commercial nurserymen and arboretums from t h e  New 
EIexico Crop Improvement A s s o c i a t i o n ,  N e w  Mexico S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Las CruCeS, 
New Mexico 88003. 
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